Politics 


How rich is 
Theresa May’s 
cabinet? 



T he NHS winter crisis may 
be growing but at least 
Jeremy Hunt can console 
himself with a reported £14.5m 
payout. The health secretary 
helped set up the online educa¬ 
tion listings business Hotcourses 
in 1996, and it is reported to have 
been sold for more than £30m. It 
will make him the richest member 
of the cabinet, although Britain’s 
pales in comparison with the 
cabinet Donald Trump is amass¬ 
ing, so far worth a collective 
$4.5bn (£3.7bn). Here are some of 
our cabinet’s relative paupers. 


% 

* 4 




m 1* Philip 

Hammond 

The former 
Guardian- 
reading teen- 
I \ age goth, now 

chancellor, 
is thought to be worth upwards 
of £8m, thanks to Castlemead, a 
property development company 
he helped set up. It started in 
housing before moving into build¬ 
ing for the healthcare sector and 
consultancy work. He was paid 
£l.8m in dividends in 2007. 



Sajid lavid 

Reports have 
suggested the 
communi¬ 
ties and local 
government 
secretary, and 
son of an immigrant bus driver, 
was making up to £3m a year 
in his previous job as a banker 
(never confirmed by Javid). 

He has properties in London 
reported to be worth upwards 
of £6m. 


Amber Rudd 

Not much 
about the 
home secre¬ 
tary’s finances 
are known 
(“I think we 
have to think very carefully about 
the balance between transpar¬ 
ency and privacy,” she said last 
year when MPs were coming 
under pressure to publish their 




tax returns), but before entering 
parliament and her steep rise 
through the ranks, Rudd was an 
investment banker and venture 
capitalist. In September last 
year, it was revealed Rudd had 
been a director of two offshore 
companies based in the Bahamas 
between 1998 and 2000, although 
there is no suggestion of any 
wrongdoing on her part. 

Boris 
Johnson 

The man who 
memorably 
said the 
£250,000 he 
got a year 
for his Telegraph column was 
“chicken feed”. In the tax year 
2014-15, Johnson’s accounts 
revealed the newspaper paid 
him £266,000, and he received 
nearly £225,000 from book royal¬ 
ties. His income will have taken 
a hit since then - he no longer 
has his £l43,000-a-year London 
mayor salary and stopped his 
column upon becoming foreign 
secretary. However, his wife, 
Marina Wheeler, was 
made a QC last year and 
probably earns just as 
much as her husband, 
if not more. 

Theresa May 

Who knows? She 
set up a blind 
trust when she 
became prime 
minister. Run 
by independ¬ 
ent trustees, it 
is designed to 
avoid any con¬ 
flicts of interest - 
but it also means 
a lack of transpar¬ 
ency. It seems 
unlikely - despite 
Philip May’s wealth 
from decades work¬ 
ing in finance - that 
she is in her future US 
counterpart’s league. 

Or maybe even her 
health secretary’s. 

Emine Saner 


RODENT’S REVENGE 



According to security 
expert Cris Thomas, 
the biggest threat to 
global infrastructure 
is not cyber attacks, 
but squirrels. 
Thomas tracked 
power cuts caused 
by animals since 
2013 and concluded 
that squirrels were 
the biggest culprits, 
having caused 
879 “attacks", 
followed by birds 
(434), snakes (83), 
raccoons(72)and 
rats (36). 




Pass notes 

No 3,796 
Courgettes 



AKA: Zucchini, summer squash, baby marrow. 
Stock: Dwindling. 

I beg your pardon? The UK is in the midst of a 
dark and unprecedented courgette shortage. 

That doesn’t sound likely. Oh, really? Did you 
know it is currently impossible to buy courgettes 
in three major cities in the UK? 

Really? What’s your source? A bloke on Twitter. 
And they wonder why people don’t trust 
journalists any more. But it is based in truth. 

A spate of poor weather in southern Spain - 
where most of the UK’s courgettes come from - 
has led to failed crops and a blip in the courgette 
supply chain. 

It could be worse. At least we still have spinach 
and aubergines. I have some bad news for you. 
Spain’s output of those vegetables has been 
similarly compromised. 

This is a disaster. I was planning to make 
courgetti with skinny bolognese for dinner 
tonight. Oh, you’re one of those. 

One of what? One of those clean-eating, carb-free 
weirdos. You never used to eat courgettes, did 
you, until some posh ninny with a cookbook 
convinced you to buy a spiraliser. Two years ago 
you wouldn’t have even noticed this courgette 
famine, and now it’s a disaster. 

Well, how do you eat courgettes? Chopped up 
and boiled and put on a plate next to a sausage, 
like an adult. 

Just tell me this famine is temporary. Well, 
temporary is a relative term, isn’t it? 

What do you mean? Since there aren’t many 
courgettes around, the few that did make it are 
going for much more money at auction. Suppliers 
are thought to be making an extra euro for every 
kilo of courgettes they sell. 

And? And when this price increase trickles down 
to the consumer, it is likely to put courgettes out 
of the reach of some shoppers. Think of it as a 
warm-up. 

For what? For Brexit, when we all have to pay so 
much more for imported vegetables that we’ll 
all live on a diet of crisps and dirt, and die at the 
age of 36. 

That’s all well and good, but can you recommend 
any useful courgetti alternatives? Try using 
pasta, you nimrod. 

Do say: “There has never been a better time to 
start growing your own vegetables.” 

Don’t say: “Can you spiralise linguine?” 
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